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birth, and there is not strength to bring forth. Hemmed in so far successfully on the Black Sea and towards the Indian Ocean, she has seen herself baffled again in the third and last remaining solution  of   a  problem  involving  the  material well-being of her population.    At a critical moment of national expansion Russia has been foiled, because in face of an inevitable " irrepressible conflict" she had neglected to prepare for war. I do not defend her recent conduct; I merely note her need.   As far as my not too profound knowledge of the circumstances goes, it has been impossible to refuse my sympathy to Japan in the precedent events which constituted the occasion for the war.   But, as distinct from its occasion, the cause lay deep in the material pressures resting upon either nation.   Will you meet such a conflict on the one side or the other, or on both, by an appeal to a moral argument of such doubtful vindication as the wrongfulness of war, with the moral alternative of submission to an extraneous court of unsympathetic strangers ?   There can be legal decision upon a legal point, where a law exists; but can there be true ethical fairness without sympathetic intuition of national difficulties, and can   sympathy   hold   an   even   balance?   Why